Cytotoxic activity of unsaturated fatty acids to lymphocytes.
Cytotoxic activities of unsaturated fatty acids against lymphocytes were studied by demonstrating the inhibition of RNA synthetic activity of incubated lymphocytes. In general, the cytotoxic activity of fatty acids increases with decreasing number of carbon atoms and increasing number of double bonds. An empirical formula predicting the degree of impairment of lymphocytes by various fatty acids was proposed. Furthermore, protective effects of serum on cytotoxic actions of unsaturated fatty acids to lymphocytes were studied and the significance of these findings was discussed.